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Dr. Samuel Ives Curtiss, of the Chicago Theological Seminary, 
contributes a paper upon the "High Place and Altar at Petra" to the 
Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement of October. 

The Examiner of October 25, 1900, publishes the excellent inau- 
gural address of President Rush Rhees, of Rochester, formerly profes- 
sor of New Testament literature in Newton Theological Institution. 
Its subject is "The Modernizing of Liberal Culture." 

C. T. Coates & Co. announce the publication of a new edition of 
the one-volume teachers' edition of Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, 
revised and edited by Rev. F. N. and M. A. Peloubet. We regret to 
say that in this dictionary the editors announce that all dates prior to 
the reign of David are in accordance with Usher's system, as printed 
in our common Bible. 

In the Unitarian church of Ann Arbor, Mich., there is being given 
a popular course of lectures for young people upon " The Growth of 
Christianity," by Professor R. M. Wenley, of the University of Michi- 
gan, who speaks upon "The World into which Christianity Came;" 
Hon. O. E. Butterfield, on "The Apostle Paul;" Judge W. D. Harri- 
man, on "The Greek Element." 

One sign of the increasing interest in biblical study is to be seen 
in the organization of men's clubs in city churches. Almost without 
exception these clubs have for a nucleus a group of men interested in 
studying the Bible, and almost without exception they number among 
their members those who would have little or no interest in an ordi- 
nary Sunday-school class. In view of the small number of men in 
our country churches, as shown by the report of President Hyde, of 
Bowdoin, to the state Congregational convention of Maine, it would 
seem as if the country churches ought to adopt the same means for 
interesting young men. Little or no organization is necessary, and 
experience has shown that almost the only prerequisite for success is an 
intelligent teacher who will lead men to understand the Bible in a 
rational way, and show them what connections its teachings have with 
the actual needs of business life. 
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We regret to learn that the income of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund has been somewhat reduced, and that, unless immediate aid is 
received, there is danger that it will show a deficit of $1,500 — a condi- 
tion of affairs which we cannot believe the friends of the fund will 
permit to exist. 

At the time it was announced that the members of the Greek con- 
vent at Jerusalem were intending to put two ships upon the Dead Sea, 
there was a question in many men's minds as to whether or not it 
would be permitted by the sultan, who claims the Jordan with its 
waters and lakes as private property. Now comes the word that the 
officers of the sultan will not permit the boats to be launched in the 
sea, on the ground that, even if the water were free, navigation would 
demand stations and warehouses on the shore ! 

In the October Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund Dr. Bliss gives a sketch of its work, the full report being of 
necessity delayed. Most important work was done at Tell-es-Safi. 
Upon this he has discovered three monoliths, which both by their 
position and by their shape seem to indicate that the place had 
been one of the pre-Hebraic high places. Excavation upon the 
Tell was very difficult, from the fact that so much of its surface is 
covered by a village and a cemetery. The results have not been very 
satisfactory, although it is evident that important buildings were once 
at the place. The question as to whether it is the ancient Gath is by 
no means settled, but it is at least made no more unlikely. At present 
the work is going on at Tell-Sandahannah, a rather low mound per- 
haps 600 feet long and 450 feet wide. At present the explorers are 
tracing out fortifications, streets, and houses of a Greek town, and 
have found a great number of jar-handles, as well as a flooring con- 
taining many fragments of soft limestone covered with Greek writing. 
Apparently these are practice tablets of boys in school, and on some 
of these appear both the writing of the teacher and the copy of the 
pupil. At Tell-ej-Judeideh a large amount of excavation has been done, 
and perhaps 125,000 cubic feet of debris has been examined. The 
buildings unearthed were rude, but the debris was very rich in pottery, 
among which were a large number of jar-handles with royal stamps. 
Apparently the place was the site of a royal pottery, so various are the 
names of towns found upon the handles. Dr. Bliss, we regret to say, 
has been forced by his health to resign his position as agent of the 
fund. 



